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CONFIDENTIAL BELGRADE 5314 

EO 11652GDS 

TAGS: PGOV PINT PBOR PFOR BU YO 
SUB J : THE MACEDONIAN QUESTION 

1. IN RECENT MONTHS WE HAVE NOTED MAJOR CAMPAIGN BY 
YUGOSLAVS TO SETTLE CHRONIC PROBLEMS WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS- 
PERHAPS TO HAVE CLEAN SLATE AS THEY MOVE TOWARD POST-TITO 
ERA. AGREEMENT ON TRIESTE REMOVES CENTRAL CONTINUING 
IRRITANT IN ITALIAN- YUGOSLAV RELATIONS. THERE IS CONCERTED 
EFFORT UNDERWAY TO SETTLE SLOVENE MINORITY ISSUE WITH 
AUSTRIANS. ONLY CHRONIC PROBLEM AREA WHERE THERE HAD 
BEEN NO EVIDENT EFFORT WAS WITH BULGARIANS OVER MACEDONIA. 

2. HOWEVER, ACCORDING CZECH CHARGE HERE THERE WILL SOON 
BE MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA AS WELL. HE REPORTS THAT DURING 
THEIR MEETING AT HELSINKI TITO AND ZHIVKOV AGREED TO TAKE 
CONCRETE STEPS TO PUT MACEDONIAN ISSUE BEHIND THEM. 
DISTINCTLY LOWER LEVEL OF POLEMICS IN PRESS OVER PAST 
FEW MONTHS IS FIRST PART OF AGREEMENT. TITO AND 
ZHIVKOV ALSO AGREED TO BRING SCHOLARS FROM TWO 
COUNTRIES TOGETHER TO CONDUCT JOINT STUDY OF HISTORICAL, 
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MEASURES TO EASE TENSIONS. FINALLY, MLADENOV'S MEETING 
WITH MINIC HERE IN NOVEMBER WILL BE LARGELY DEVOTED TO 
DEFINING HOW TO PROCEED FURTHER DOWN THIS ROAD. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE ONE CANNOT BE SNAGUINE ABOUT 
POSSIBILITIES FOR ACTUAL SOLUTION OF CENTURIES-OLD 
MACEDONIAN PROBLEM, THIS AND OTHER GROWING EFFORTS AT 
COOPERATION IN BALKANS COULD MAKE MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO 
STABILITY IN THIS AREA OF EUROPE. 

SILBERMAN 
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